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Gentlemen, — A  little  before  the  end  of  December, 
the  Local  Government  Board  sent  out  in  place  of 
the  usual  tables  to  be  attached  to  the  Annual 
Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  four  new  ones, 
none  of  which  exactly  correspond  with  the  two 
hitherto  required.  The  first  is  to  give  certain 
particulars  respecting  the  Births  and  Deaths  of  the 
year,  and  also  of  the  ten  preceding  years.  This  I 
have  had  no  difficulty  in  preparing.  The  second  is 
intended  to  give  similar  particulars  for  separate 
localities  in  the  district  of  known  population. 
There  are  no  such  well-defined  localities  in  your 
district,  but  your  Surveyor  has  given  me  the 
estimated  population  of  your  polling  districts  :  1, 
Worsbro’  Dale  with  Swaithe,  2,900 ;  2,  Worsbro’ 
Bridge  with  Ward  Green,  2,900 ;  8,  Worsbro’ 

Common  with  Highstone,  1875  ;  4,  Birdwell  and 
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Worsbro’,  2,500;  and  5,  Blacker  Hill,  1,350;  and 
of  these  districts  I  have  in  the  second  and  fourth 
tables  given  such  a  classification  of  the  deaths  as 
was  possible  with  the  particulars  furnished  to  me, 
and  have  done  the  same  with  the  third  table  which 
deals  with  the  notification  of  Cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  and  the  removal  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  from  each  of  the  localities  selected.  As, 
however,  the  localities  in  some  cases  are  only 
divided  by  an  imaginary  line,  and  the  actual  pop¬ 
ulations  are  not  certainly  known,  and  in  no  case 
are  localities  of  the  births  distinguished  in  the 
reports  furnished  to  me,  the  whole  District  being  in 
one  registration  Sub-district,  no  accurate  calculation 
can  be  made  of  Birth-rate  or  Death-rate  from  them. 

Nevertheless,  the  tables  will  give  some  useful 
information  respecting  the  manner  iu  which  sickness 
and  mortality  have  been  distributed  during  the  past 
year  over  the  various  parts  of  your  somewhat 
extensive  district,  measuring  as  it  does  some 
3  miles  from  north  to  south  and  from  east 
to  west,  and  lying  at  various  levels  between 
150  and  600  feet  above  the  sea  level,  with 
a  population  for  the  most  part  employed  in  coal 
mining,  and  a  good  many  houses,  especially  in 
Worsbro’  Dale,  Worsbro’  Common  and  the  older 
parts  of  Birdwell,  built  before  any  serious  attempt 
was  made  to  secure  proper  Sanitation  for  the  houses 
of  working  people. 

The  year  ending  December  31st,  1900,  was  a  little 
wetter  than  usual,  especially  in  February  and  August. 
Mild  in  the  winter  months  both  at  the  beginning 


and  end  of  the  year,  hot  in  June  and  July  but 
afterwards  cooler  in  consequence  of  the  rains  in 
August. 

The  deaths,  171  in  number,  to  which  have  been 
added  10  for  residents  in  the  district  dying  in  public 
institutions  outside  it,  were  about  80  below  the 
average  of  the  preceding  ten  years,  and  40  fewer 
than  in  1899,  whilst  the  births  registered  428  in 
number,  whilst  precisely  the  same  as  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  year  were  9  fewer  than  the  average  for  the  ten 
years. 

In  a  few  weeks  the  census  will  tell  us  what  the 
population  of  the  district  really  is,  so  that  it  is  well 
to  be  cautious  in  forming  an  estimate  of  what  it  was 
in  the  middle  of  last  year.  Your  Surveyor  reckons 
it,  and  his  calculation  seems  to  me  to  be  a  reason¬ 
able  one,  at  11,525. 

If  this  is  correct,  the  death-rate  for  the  year  for 
every  thousand  persons  living  was  15*70,  or  lower 
than  in  any  year  since  1894,  when  it  was  18*56,  and 
also  lower  than  the  average  for  the  preceding  ten 
years  which  was  19*61.  It  is  also  lower  than  that 
for  England  and  Wales  for  last  year,  which 
was  18*8,  and  even  excluding  the  large  towns  was 
17*5.  The  birth-rate  on  the  same  basis  was  86*70, 
a  lower  than  in  any  of  the  preceding  ten  years 
except  1898,  but  much  higher  than  that  for  England 
and  Wales  generally,  which  for  the  year  1900  was 
28*9,  or  the  lowest  on  record. 

Of  the  deaths,  104  or  60*8  per  cent,  were  amongst 
children  under  5  years  of  age,  and  78  or  42*69  per 
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cent,  were  amongst  infants,  or  at  the  rate  of  172-39 
for  every  thousand  births  registered.  Diarrhoea, 
Whooping  Cough,  and  acute  chest  affections  are 
the  main  causes  of  this  rather  excessive  mortality 
amongst  infants  and  young  children. 

Of  the  deaths,  34  were  in  the  Worsbro’  Dale  part 
of  the  district,  61  in  the  Worsbro’  Bridge  portion,  29 
on  Worsbro’  Common,  34  in  Bir dwell  and  Worsbro’ 
and  13  at  Blacker  Hill.  This,  presuming  that  the 
estimated  populations  are  correct  would  give  a 
death-rate  of  11*72  for  Worsbro’  Dale,  20 ‘03  for 
Worsbro’  Bridge,  15*41  for  Worsbro’  Common, 
13*56  for  Birdwell  and  Worsbro’,  and  9*63  for 
Blacker  Hill. 

The  low  rate  for  Blacker  Hill  is  probably 
accounted  for  by  its  airy  position  and  the  absence 
of  ill- ventilated  courts,  but  the  great  advantage  of 
Worsbro’  Dale  over  Worsbro’  Bridge  would  seem 
to  make  somewhat  questionable  the  accuracy  of 
the  estimate  of  their  relative  population,  whilst 
Worsbro’  Common  and  Birdwell  are  near  enough  to 
the  average  to  require  no  comment.  When,  how¬ 
ever,  we  come  to  the  Notification  of  Infectious 
Diseases,  Worsbro’  Dale  loses  its  advantage,  there 
having  been  46  in  that  division  of  the  district  and 
only  16  in  the  Worsbro’  Bridge  division,  a  difference 
which  may  be  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  in  the 
Barrow  Houses  at  Worsbro’  Bridge,  each  having  its 
separate  yard,  there  are  greater  facilities  for  isolation 
than  Worsbro’  Dale,  where  the  majority  of  the  houses 
have  yards  in  common  with  several  neighbours. 

The  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  were  38  in 
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number,  or  at  the  rate  of  3*53  per  thousand  persons 
living,  or  more  than  one  fifth  of  the  whole  death- 
rate  were  due  to  diseases  of  this  class 

Of  these  deaths  3  were  from  Measles  at  Birdwell 
and  Blacker  Hill,  5  from  Whooping  Cough  in 
Worsbro  Bridge  and  Worsbro’  Dale,  3  from  Diph¬ 
theria  or  Membranous  Croup  at  Worsbro’  Dale  and 
Worsbro’  Bridge.  From’  Typhoid  Fever  there  were 
4  deaths  of  which  two  were  Worsbro’  Dale  people 
and  the  others  belonged  to  Worsbro’  Bridge  and 
Birdwell,  and  23  were  from  Diarrhoea,  11  in  the 
Worsbro’  Bridge,  5  on  Worsbro’  Common,  3  in 
Worsbro  Dale,  and  the  remaining  4  at  Birdwell 
and  Blacker  Hill. 

There  were  102  notifications  of  various  forms  of 
infectious  disease,  all  of  which  were  visited  and 
reported  on  by  your  Inspector  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  sanitary  conditions  of  their  surroundings,  the 
school  attended  by  the  children,  the  source  of  milk 
and  water  supply,  &c.,  and  to  take  such  steps  as 
were  desirable  or  possible  in  order  to. prevent  the 
spread  of  the  disease 

Scarlet  Fever  has  been  prevalent  throughout  the 
year,  as  also  in  most  other  parts  of  South  Yorkshire, 
and  66  of  the  notifications  referred  to  that  disease. 
Of  these  27  were  in  Worsbro’  Dale,  25  on  Worsbro’ 
Common,  8  at  Worsbro’  Bridge,  5  at  Birdwell,  and 
only  one  at  Blacker  Hill.  Of  these,  25  or  37*8  of 
the  whole  were  removed  to  the  Kendray  Hospital, 
the  largest  proportion  being  from  Worsbro  Common, 
which  sent  14  patients  out  of  25.  Some  of  the  cases 
were  severe  but  there  were  no  deaths 
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Of  Typhoid  Fever  there  were  23  notifications,  11 
of  which,  lived  in  Worsbro’  Dale,  4  at  Blacker  Hill, 
3  at  Worsbro’  Bridge,  3  on  Worsbro’  Common,  and 
2  at  Birdwell  Of  these  9  were  sent  to  the  Hospital 
and  two  proved  fatal,  one  a  patient  not  notified 
until  she  had  become  hopelessly  ill,  so  that  she  died 
two  days  after  her  arrival  at  the  Hospital,  and  the 
other,  a  man  whose  habits  had  so  seriously  impaired 
his  constitution  that  he  had‘not  strength  to  bear  the 
disease.  There  were  also  two  deaths  amongst  those 
not  removed  to  the  Hospital.  Five  of  the  cases  of 
Typhoid  Fever  in  Worsbro’  Dale  were  at  Hollinwell, 
one  of  the  few  portions  of  your  district  not  provided 
with  a  public  sewer. 

The  houses  there  used  to  be  drained  into  an  open 
ditch  just  behind  them,  and  as  this  caused  a  nuisance 
on  adjoining  property,  a  cesspool  was  provided. 
Unfortunately,  the  extent  of  land  under  the  control 
of  the  owners  of  the  property  being  very  limited,  the 
cesspool  had  to  be  placed  very  near  the  houses  and 
not  far  from  the  privies  and  ashpits  used  by  the 
tenants,  who  soon  proceeded  to  deposit  all  their 
ashes  and  other  refuse  on  the  cover  of  the  cesspool, 
instead  of  putting  them  in  the  ashpit,  and  then,  no 
doubt,  to  throw  their  slops  on  the  top  of  the  heap, 
which  would  be  a  very  suitable  bed  for  the  propa¬ 
gation  of  the  seeds  of  Typhoid  and  other  diseases. 
This  of  course  was  at  once  removed,  and  no  cases  of 
Typhoid  Fever  have  been  reported  since  then.  The 
first  case  was  not  reported  until  she  had  been  three 
weeks  ill,  when  she  was  removed  to  the  Hospital, 
but  by  that  time  the  neighbourhood  had  got 
thoroughly  infected  and  four  other  cases  followed ; 
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in  the  third  case  removal  to  the  Hospital  was  refused 
and  two  others  followed  in  the  same  house.  In  the 
other  houses  where  the  patients  were  taken  to  the 
Hospital,  though  the  families  were  larger,  the 
rest  of  the  inmates  escaped. 

Of  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup,  which 
are  now  classed  together,  there  were  5  cases.  In 
two  of  them,  as  Scarlet  Fever  was  subsequently 
notified  and  one  of  them  removed  to  the  Kendray 
Hospital,  it  is  probable  that  there  was  a  mistake  in 
the  original  diagnosis,  at  any  rate  there  was  no 
spread  of  the  disease. 

There  were  8  notifications  of  Erysipelas,  none  of 
them  of  any  sanitary  importance,  and  only  6  persons 
were  affected,  two  of  them  being  notified  twice  over 
at  different  periods  of  the  year. 

Of  diseases  not  under  the  Notification  Act : — 
Measles  became  prevalent  at  Blacker  Hill  in  July, 
on  the  19th  of  which  month  I  found  that  there  were 
81  cases  amongst  264  children  on  the  rolls  of  the 
school  there.  *  As  this  is  a  disease  that  spreads  very 
rapidly  amongst  children  who  have  not  had  it,  I 
advised  that  an  order  should  be  made  closing  the 
school  until  August  20th.  which  was  done.  There 
was  one  death  from  the  disease  before  the 
school  was  closed,  but,  though  there  were  two  others 
in  May  and  August  in  the  Birdwell  part  of  the 
district,  no  more  serious  prevalence  was  heard  of. 

Whooping  Cough  became  prevalent  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  in  Worsbro’  Bridge  and  Worsbro’ 
Dale,  causing  one  death  in  September  and  four  in 


10 


December,  but  this  is  a  very  difficult  disease  to  deal 
with  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  too  lightly 
regarded  by  parents  perhaps  because  when  not 
combined  with  other  chest  or  nervous  ailments  it 
does  not  confine  the  patient  to  bed,  and  may  go  on 
for  a  long  time  before  the  complication  arises  which 
makes  the  case  serious. 

Though  it  causes  more  deaths  every  year  in 
England  and  Wales  than  many  more  dreaded 
diseases,  yet  it  would  probably  not  be  easy  to  secure 
the  conviction  of  a  parent  for  allowing  a  child  to 
run  about  and  go  into  other  houses  whilst  ill  with 
the  complaint,  and  yet  the  only  way  to  prevent  its 
spread  is  by  diminishing  the  risk  of  infection. 

Only  one  death  was  certified  as  due  to  Influenza, 
and  that  was  in  November,  but  this  disease  was 
certainly  prevalent  in  February  and  March,  when 
there  was  more  than  the  usual  mortality  from  Bron¬ 
chitis  and  Broncho  Pneumonia. 

Diarrhoea  was  specially  prevalent  in  August  and 
September  when  19  out  of  23  deaths  from  that  disease 
were  registered.  Of  the  deaths  from  this  disease 
Worsbro’  Bridge  and  Worsbro’  Common  furnished 
more  than  their  fair  proportion,  and  it  is  to  be 
noted  that  the  usual  systematic  inspections  of  the 
district  have  shown  that  these  are  the  parts  where 
wet  privy  ashpits  are  most  frequently  to  be  found. 

Of  the  23  deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  8  or  more  than 
one-third  were  in  the  Barrow  Houses,  and  5  or 
more  than  one-fifth  on  Worsbro’  Common,  whilst 
the  rest  were  fairly  evenly  distributed  over  the 
district. 
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There  have  been  considerable  improvements  made 
at  Bird  well,  waste  water  closets  having  been  sub¬ 
stituted  for  privy  ashpits  on  some  of  the  older 
property  which  had  been  specially  noticed  in  the 
last  annual  report.  Now,  the  worst  wet  ashpits  are 
(a)  those  on  the  lower  sides  of  the  streets  forming 
the  Barrow  Houses,  Worsbro’  Bridge  ;  (b)  those  on 
Worsbro’  Common;  (c)  those  still  supplying  parts 
of  Jarrett's  Buildings,  Worsbro’  Dale.  The  last 
were  in  so  bad  a  condition  at  the  time  of  inspection 
that  notice  was  served  to  abate  the  nuisance,  and 
similar  action  was  taken  with  regard  to  some  of 
the  ashpits  on  Worsbro’  Common. 

The  scavenging  has  been  satisfactorily  performed 
by  your  own  staff  ;  the  sewers  and  sewage  farm  have 
been  kept  in  working  order,  and  there  were  no 
complaints  of  deficient  water  supply,  even  in  the 
highest  part  of  your  district  at  the  time  of  the  in¬ 
spections.  But  since,  owing  to  the  increased 
demand  upon  the  Ingbirchworth  Beservoir  from 
other  districts,  and  possibly  to  occasional  leakages 
in  the  various  mains  supplying  them,  the  pressure 
has  occasionally  fallen  so  low  that  serious  incon¬ 
venience  has  been  felt,  even  in  the  lower-lying  parts. 
This,  it  is  to  be  feared,  will  from  time  to  time 
happen  until  the  Midhope  Reservoir  is  completed, 
when  your  district  will  have,  so  to. say,  the  first  pull 
on  the  new  source  of  supply. 

During  the  year  36  notices  have  been  served  for 
the  abatement  of  nuisances,  and  35  have  been  com¬ 
plied  with.  It  has  not  been  necessary  to  institute 
any  legal  proceedings.  Five  new  water  closets,  17 
waste-water  closets  and  6  privies  have  been  con- 
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structed  during  the  year,  and  4  waste-water  closets 
have  been  substituted  for  the  old  privies. 

The  Local  Government  model  Bye-laws  have 
been  adopted  during  the  year,  giving  you  wider 
powers  of  dealing  with  conditions  obnoxious  to  the 
public  health,  affording  hope  that  the  new  century 
may  be  marked  in  your  district  by  diminished  death- 
rates  and  a  diminished  amount  of  preventible 
diseases,  against  which  it  is  the  special  duty  of 
sanitary  authorities  to  contend. 


I  am,  gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently,  * 


MICHAEL  THOMAS  SADLER,  M.D.,  Loud., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


February  11th,  1901. 


TABLE  I.  ( For  whole  District.) 


*  Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Area  of  District  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water),  3,778  acres. 

Total  population  at  all  ages,  9,905  ..  ..  9,905  | 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ..  ..  1,800  r  At  Census  of  1891 . 

Average  Number  of  persons  per  house  . .  5.5  ) 


TABLE  II 


TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1900. 
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Isolation  Hospital  — Kendray  Hospital  belonging  to  the  Corporation  of  Barnsley,  and  situated  in  the  District  of  Ardsley. 


TABLE  IY. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1900. 
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subjoined  Ages, 
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at  all  Ages. 
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2 

Broncho  -  pneu- 

monia,  other 

respiratory  ai- 

seases 

8 

2 

6 

2 

2 

4 

Alcoholism 

Cirrhosis  of 

• 

1 

liver 

i 

1 

1 

Premature  birth 

IO 

10 

3 

2 

3 

2 

Diseases  and  ac- 

cidents  of  par- 

turition  . . 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Heart  diseases.. 

6 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Accidents  .. 

6 

6 

4 

2 

All  other  causes 

4° 

* 

16 

5 

1 

2 

6 

10 

7 

15 

5 

10 

3 

i  All  causes 

171 

72 

3i 

3 

4 

38 

23 

34 

61 

29 

34 
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